There is no question that the development of a totally implantable hearing aid can potentially benefit more patients who suffer from hearing loss than any other surgical procedure or external hearing device. This issue of Ear Nose and Throat Journal reviews the progress and different approaches taken by various investigators. Some ideas may prove to be effective and others will be abandoned. The pressing need for an effective, readily available, totally implantable hearing aid is enormous. In the United States alone at least 40 million units could be needed immediately. One needs only to look at the success of the intraocular lens used following surgical removal of cataracts. Despite the strenuous and irrational objections to the introduction of the intraocular lens, no patient would now accept the objectionable thick spectacle lens, even for an only seeing eye. The totally implantable hearing aid now experiences the same sort of opposition that the intraocular lens faced twenty years ago. The tragedy is that a safe, effective, thoroughly tested, totally implantable hearing aid was perfected over eight years ago by Drs. Suzuki and Yanagihara in collaboration with The Rion Company and The Sanyo Company, with six million dollars from the Japanese Government. Presumably because of business and political reasons and especially fear of the FDA, this marvelous invention has been withheld from the hearing-impaired patients of the world. The device is neither ·frivolous nor expensive. Its users will hear comfortably and efficiently and be free of the stigma of hearing impairment. Its availability would be a godsend to the elderly patients who can neither install nor adjust a conventional hearing aid, thereby condemning them to a life of silence and loneliness. We can only hope that good sense will prevail so that businessmen and government regulators will allow the totally implantable hearing aid to be made available to our patients. 
